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tion proportions would dictate; it is true that there
were 452 Serbs in this number and only 137 Croats, of
whom Croat patriots reject in as renegades or
members of parties or groups which were willing to
co-operate with Belgrade. Early this year, out of
Yugoslavia's highest judges 8 were Serb, 2 Croat and
2 Slovene, while of the 170 generals, 167 were Serbs,
2 Croats and i Slovene, the feeling in the Army
against senior officers with Habsburg social traditions
being very strong. The Slovenes, on their side, have
not been without grievances against the Yugoslav
State. They have complained of the taxes they pay to
Belgrade and that they have been left without enough
money to make up their own Ljubljana streets. And,
of course, they have grumbled a little about the
"primitive" Serbs. Yet in view of the justice of such
and similar complaints, it was extraordinary how little
one heard of them before Germany had got the
undeclared war well under way.
To no people in Europe did the formation of the
Rome-Berlin Axis in 1936 and its corollary, the
German absorption of Austria, bring such a complete,
immediate and disagreeable change as to the Slovenes.
The two-thirds of their nation which lived in a
Southern Slav State more or less of their own choosing
were now wedged tightly between the two Great
Powers, collaborators in aggression, who ruled the
rest of the Slovenes. Further, once Austria was Nazi
the Nazis were full of plans for the "reckmation" of
all old Austria too, for among its various aspects the
Third Reich, it has been seen, claimed to have stepped
into the mantle of both Holy Roman Empire and of
Dual Monarchy at once. North-east Slovenia, in fact,